[bookmark: _GoBack] 

 
 

ICT POLICY 
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Vision 
Our vision for ICT (Using Information and Communication Technology) is that all pupils and adults will confidently, successfully and routinely exploit ICT to aid learning/delivery of learning experiences, ahead of the technological challenges of the 21st century. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



















 
 
General Statement 
ICT comprises a variety of systems that handle electronically retrievable information.  These include desktop computers, laptops, iPads, digital resources, Interactive Whiteboards, floor robots, CD/DVD players, calculators, digital cameras and video cameras.  It is concerned with the handling of electronic information and involves creating, collecting, holding, processing, presenting and communicating this information in a variety of ways for a variety of purposes. Using Information and Communications Technology (ICT) is one of three cross-curricular skills in the Northern Ireland Curriculum and is used to enhance and enrich all areas of learning.  As ICT is such a fast-moving area, the staff at Drumglass HS receive regular in-house training in all relevant new technologies and integrate these when appropriate into all areas of the curriculum.   
 
Rationale - why should Drumglass pupils use ICT? 
ICT will enhance and enrich pupils’ learning across the curriculum.  It will also 
provide pupils with learning and teaching experiences not readily accessible otherwise 
· Provide a vehicle for the development of pupils’ creativity  
· Motivate and enthuse pupils
· Empower pupils, develop self-esteem and promote positive attitudes to learning
· Develop the skills the pupils need in order to access relevant information 
· Give pupils immediate access to high quality learning materials 
· Provide the flexibility required to meet the individual needs and abilities of each pupil catering for all ability ranges 
· Enhance the potential for effective group and collaborative learning 
· Support different types of learners – audio, visual and kinaesthetic 
· Provide pupils with an online platform in the event of further lockdown measures.
 
Aims (Learning & Teaching and Management) 
Our aims in using ICT in Learning and Teaching are to: 
· Extend and enhance learning across all areas of the curriculum 
· Contribute to raising standards in literacy, numeracy and other areas of learning 
· Encourage pupils to select and use ICT appropriate to the task 
· Develop skills in the use of ICT and the ability to apply these skills in a range of curricular contexts 
· Give children access to a variety of sources of information 
· Instil in children a sense of confidence, achievement and enjoyment 
· Enable pupils to extend their learning beyond the school environment, especially if we require further lockdown measures
· Ensure teaching staff are motivated and skilled in the use of ICT and aware of the contribution ICT can make to learning and teaching 
· Enable pupils to develop the skills of using ICT safely and responsibly in a safe learning environment. 
 


Our aims in using ICT in Management are to: 
· Create, use and adapt high quality digital teaching resources 
· Support communication with parents and the wider school community 
· Encourage sharing of resources and good practice through ICT 
· Increase professional efficiency, through the use of ICT systems for planning, record keeping, reporting and communicating 
· Enable the use of pupil performance data to inform strategic planning. 
 
Strategies for use of ICT 
· Since the focus of the Northern Ireland Curriculum is now on children ‘using’ their ICT skills, ICT is not taught as a distinct subject, but it is a tool to be used in a variety of meaningful contexts throughout the curriculum  
· ICT is planned and delivered as an integral part of each curriculum area to support and                                     enrich children’s learning 
· All pupils are given equal access opportunities through management of ICT resources 
· ICT is a statutory right and entitlement for all pupils 
 
Planning and Progression 
Planning for ICT is incorporated into the teachers’ medium term planners, rather than as a standalone subject in itself.  This ensures coverage of the 5 ‘E’s – Explore, Express, Exchange, Evaluate and Exhibit - as well as enhancing the learning experiences in all curricular areas.  
All pupils have opportunities to develop a wide range of skills and competencies commensurate with their age and abilities as they progress through the school from Yr8 to Yr12.  
 
Staff Development 
We recognise the need for the ongoing development of ICT capability to reflect the constantly changing nature of technology.  We have a culture of continuing professional development of all staff, including support staff, as appropriate.  This is provided in accordance with the school development plan and based on audits of identified needs as well as developments in technology. 
 
The Role of the ICT Co-ordinator 
It is the role of the subject leader to: 
· Liaise with staff in the drawing up and review of whole school ICT policy 
· To provide leadership and direction 
· To ensure ICT is included in school policies and schemes of work for the various subjects 
· Organise and deliver school-based training as identified by staff audits 
· Ensure that the use of ICT is organized and managed to meet the school aims 
· To keep up-to-date with recent ICT developments 
· Contribute to the monitoring and evaluating process 
· Attend courses relevant to personal and professional training/development. 

The Role of the Classroom Teacher 
It is the role of the classroom teacher to: 
· Integrate ICT into curriculum planning, classroom teaching and the assessment of pupils’ work 
· Ensure that any ICT resource used in the classroom is appropriate to curriculum needs and the learning needs of the pupils 
· Discuss and devise with the children rules for using the computer  
· Discuss the rules regarding behaviour whilst using the online learning platforms.
· Implement the Internet Acceptable Use Policy and report any issues that may arise. 
 
 
 
Internet and E-Safety 
The school has internet access (both hard-wired and wireless) in every classroom and in both computer suites.  Any use of the Internet is strictly in accordance with the school’s Internet Acceptable Use Policy (Appendix 1), which has been communicated to and agreed by staff, pupils, governors and parents.  Pupils are provided with opportunities to develop knowledge and understanding of e-safety and acceptable online behaviour at a level appropriate to their age and ICT capability. 
 
Monitoring & Evaluating 
· Teachers routinely evaluate their use of ICT in learning and teaching and the impact on pupil outcomes.   
· Teachers will develop this use of tasks and begin to maintain records of pupils’ ICT capability year on year showing evidence of progress in the five ‘E’s. 
· The CCEA Accreditation scheme was previously used to develop and assess pupil competence in ICT through carrying out tasks in curricular contexts.  These are not formally reported on outside of school.
· Teachers will develop their use of Google Classroom 
 
School Development Plan 
The school’s action planning for ICT forms part of the overall 3-Year School Development Plan, identifying and prioritising areas for development.  This plan is reviewed and amended as required on an annual basis, taking into account developments in technology and outcomes of monitoring and evaluation procedures. 
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